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STATEMENT

Most cities have only one skin, whether vertical or
horizontal. We have experienced the troubles of
moving on one plane with all sorts of vehicles, which
creates unpleasant outdoor stay and frustrated journey
particularly in the high intensity development area.
Natural resource as important to subtropical region as
wind cannot be catched and utilized for air circulation
when it hits building surface that is just one vertical skin,
which confines us to air conditioned spaces only and
reduces outdoor stay furthermore.

To build a compact, eco-friendly as well as social
friendly new city central district as intended by this
competition project, new urban form should be in order.
The design scheme is proposed by the key idea that the
city should be re-made into a multi-skin three dimension
spatial network. Not only the horizontal layers should be
increased for the better plane movement of pedestrians
and vehicles in such complex city core, and also vertical
layers should be created by building layout to maximize
wind circulations through horizontal layers in such
densely built area under planning.

Responding to the issues as addressed in the
competition brief, the design proposal is organized
into four parts: READING, VISION, NORMS,
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I. READING
that picks what worth of reckoning

First, to identify city assets of the area, which includes
three major parts:

1.The designated monuments, historical buildings and
contextually meaningful structures, such as campus
gates (high school and university).

2. Historical alleys, old streets, and the traces of the
historical city wall and city waters.

3. City parks, plazas, community gardens, campus, and
green links.

Secondly, to analyze the current transportation
performances of the area, which is about at least three
levels of traffic systems:

1. The citywide connection roads that circulate north-
south bound and east-west bound traffics.

2. The city arteries that engage the main station area.

3. The streets and alleys of the area.

Thirdly, to specify the problematic sites that require
special treatments with respect to the opportunities
emerged when the railway underground construction
completes, which is mainly about the following
situations:

1. The road connections that need adjustments to
increase the serviceability.

2. The land uses such as the schools, government
offices and ultility services that need to be re-evaluated
in terms of their suitability with the functions of the
neighboring blocks.

3. The retail streets that are discontinued by
contradictory interruptions need to be strengthened for
street vitality.

4. The ‘island block’ as traffic jam need to relocate its
uses to suitable places to reduce negative impacts and
to create new urban green/plaza, which will reciprocally
increase land values of the surrounding lots.




Il. VISION

that is just to what will be brought by the opportunity

The target area is envisioned as
the city hub, which is staged by one
core, one spine and two gates.

The Core (/&1 ), the Baroque urban
node is intensified by the peripheral
masses that increase in height
outward from the center arena in
two building zones. The inner zone,
about 6-storey high, is primarily
for department stores, citywide
shopping and commercial uses. The
outer zone, up to 18-storey high, is
for office, hotel and apartment use.
The central open arena digs inward
gradually into the underground about
2 to 3 levels, which provides not only
mass circulations connecting to the
whole core area, and also offer a
tranquil sunken garden as an unique
place to ‘escape’.

THE GATES

Perspective View from University Road

The Spine, The north-south stretch of
land above the underground railway
and flanked by the two parallel roads
can be divided into three sectors: the
center, the north and the south.

1. The center sector comprises
two blocks adjacent to the old
station from both side, which is for
multimodal transportation services
on the lower parts and incorporates
commercials, offices on the upper.

2. The north sector is further divided
into two: the one closer to the center
is planned for the uses relating to
cultural creative industries, and the
other is basically for high density
residential use.

3. The south sector has also two
parts: the blocks closer to the center
are primarily for high intensity
commercial uses, while the blocks

5

occupy the southern portion of the
planning area are residential use
with some street retails.

The Gates ( {(] §& ), which establish
the east-west city axis to strengthen
the Baroque intention and are
defined by two pairs of high-rise of
24 to 36-storey for mix use of hotel,
office and commercial.

1. The Eastgate, the pair on the east,
is designed as the summit of strings
of ‘gathering’ halls with varying sizes
along the University Road (Da-Xie
Road) for such uses as exhibitions,
sports, music, performances, and
other culture related activities.

2. The Westgate is considered as
the ending point, or the conjunction,
of two zones of outer volume of the
Core, which strongly entertains the
sense of arriving.

Restructure

Response to
the Given

-£ Give Norms
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Ill. NORMS
that orchestrate forms

Design guidelines applicable to
the planning area are made on
the parcel basis. Each parcel, not
necessarily defined by urban block,
is distinguished in terms of the
use contents, spatial theme and
contextual conditions. Instead of
formulating detailed specifications
of the built form typology and
open space typology, which is not
necessary at this stage of planning,
the guidelines presented here are
less about language of control but
more about norm of concern.

Typical section shows regulations
regarding the edge conditions and
- the inner characters for each parcel,
Sky Walk Pedestrain which in general addresses some

major and common issues as the
follows:

1. Provide sensible parking spaces
for each block with respect to its lot
division constraints, which is helpful
for eliminating unnecessary street
parking.

2. Create pedestrian/bicycle
friendly environments by providing
‘skywalks’, and underground access,
which offers unobtrusive access to
all public spaces.

3. Provide as more as suitable
outdoor stay places by creating ‘sky
plazas’ in block courts, ‘roof terraces’
on building top and ‘open lobby’ in
certain building floors.

4. Link all skywalks, sky plazas, roof
terraces and open lobbies with the
ground and underground spaces
to make the whole area as a three-

Images of Sky Plaza dimension network.

Sky Walk

Section image of New Train Station & Bus Terminal
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IV. CAPACITY 5*‘-’:,&7‘57 &.7
that enhances land values L7

Regulations regarding the lot coverage, FAR (floor area
ratio), and building height for each parcel are known as
development capacities, which generates the prime land
value. More values can be added on by design, which
is enhanced by design guidelines. Total buildable floor
areas by different use are approximately estimated as the
base information for formulating financing strategies for
the development of each parcel.
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