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Reformationof - .
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X - B/ 81Zi% As we wrap up this semester, | want to extend my heartfelt thanks to
(REBILEERBBEN) my colleagues in the recently formed design studio coordination team,

NCKU_Your Coordinators, and the entire design studio teaching staff. In
the months leading up to our new director assuming office, our teams
met weekly to share our vision, gather student feedback, and envision
the future of architectural design education at NCKU.

During our discussions, a unanimous realization emerged: while our
institution possesses unparalleled potential in Taiwan, our program
has struggled to effectively harness all of our collective talents and
specializations. With this in mind, we sought ways to integrate more
of our architectural curriculum and research into the design studio
experience.

The first-year studios emphasized foundational skills, stressing the
importance of developing a critical perception through learning to see,
observe, create, and enhance. In the second year, students delved into
conceptualization and defamiliarization, engaging with fundamental
architectural concepts like scale, spatial transformation, context, and
programming. These initial years of design practice maintained a strong
focus on honing essential skills and design awareness.

From the third year onwards, there was a conscious shift away from
problem-based design charrettes towards a more holistic engagement
with the architectural design process. This approach aims to provide
students with a less fragmented and more comprehensive understanding
of the architectural design stages and their evolving roles, better
preparing them for internships and professional environments.

Starting in the fourth year, students have the opportunity to participate
in vertical design studios, including those tailored for graduate-level
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students. By integrating NCKU's extensive research
resources to enrich contemporary architectural
discourse, these studios enable undergraduates

to explore various specializations and benefit from
peer learning with their seniors.

Such an endeavor, which challenges previous
assumptions about architectural education at
NCKU, transcends mere knowledge transmission
and design experience exchange; it's about
fostering a design culture and spirit. It involves
embracing craftsmanship, fostering ambition and
diligence, promoting effective communication and
teamwork, inspiring leadership, and upholding
professionalism, ethics, and authenticity.

To embody these principles, we have introduced
four significant modifications to our undergraduate
design program for the upcoming years:

Introduction of a New Code of Conduct:
Currently under development, this code aims
to cultivate a respectful work environment for
both faculty and students, outlining expectations
regarding space usage, attendance, academic
integrity, work submission, and material usage.

Implementation of a "Production" and
"Review" Week System: Departing from the
traditional semester-end structure, this system
shortens the design studio period and allocates a
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dedicated week for project reviews. The preceding
week serves as a production week, allowing
students ample time to prepare for presentations
and submit grading materials. This approach
ensures well-prepared presentations and facilitates
cross-year attendance at classmates' reviews.

Introduction of NCKU Design Studio Awards:
To encourage a friendly competitive atmosphere,
these awards will recognize the best projects
from each semester across all studios. The jury,
consisting of teaching instructors and coordinators,
will offer opportunities for departmental publications,
exhibitions, and merit-based development funding.

Transition to Open Discussion Forums:
Tuesday lunch lectures are evolving into dynamic
discussion forums covering various architectural
topics. This transition from traditional one-way
information delivery encourages multidirectional
exchanges between experienced individuals and
imaginative thinkers, going beyond conventional
lectures and initiating discussions.

As we embark on this collective journey, we
anticipate encountering more challenges during
this period of reconstruction and greatly appreciate
the understanding of faculty, students, and alumni.
Below, you'll find a summary of this past semester's
achievements and a glimpse of what lies ahead.
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1.Deqing Creek ({EE5Z ) interpretative
drawing by ;Z£I%

YEAR ONE STUDIO

X - B/ BEPRIHIR (x—#tRasn)

Window and Mirror - From Tainan to the World

In an era dominated by global connectivity through platforms like Instagram and Facebook, where
Google and ChatGPT serve as encyclopedias, and design tools such as Adobe Suite, Sketchup,
Rhino, and Python are the norm, our students face a challenge in distinguishing themselves in
a homogenized landscape. As our access to knowledge and design processes becomes less
distinctive, the question arises: How can NCKU students leverage their unique islander experiences
to stand out on a global stage? This has been the driving question since my return to Taiwan, here
are a few thoughts to share.

To inspire the best in our students, we must not only expose them to the latest global issues and
trends (creating "windows" to the world) but also nurture their confidence to introspect and discover
their identity and internal wealth of resources (looking into the "mirror"). This “self-discovery”
extends beyond the individual and personal to encompass cultural practices. The starting point for
this transformative process is the city they will call home for the next few years — Tainan.
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Revisiting the Foundation: Bricolage and
Formalism

The revamped Foundation Studio at NCKU draws
inspiration from two key cultural perspectives in
architectural education: Bricolage and Formalism.
"Bricolage" represents an attitude and spatial approach
influenced by the city surrounding NCKU, embodying
Taiwan's distinct sensibility. This encompasses the
improvisation of materials, vibrant use of tectonic
expressions, and adaptive use of space and collaged
methods. Rather than sidelining these intelligences,
students are encouraged to cultivate a critical mindset,
learning valuable lessons from Tainan. On the other
hand, the "Formal" exercise aligns with the Bauhaus
pedagogical traditions observed globally in architecture
schools. This process exposes students to essential
aspects of architecture production such as space,
light, materiality, scale, tectonics and representation,
providing a solid foundation for their future learning.

Project 1: Urban Detective

Students are encouraged to explore Tainan's West-
Central district using their visual, auditory, tactile,
gustatory, and olfactory senses. Working in groups,
they act as urban detectives, tracing searching for
the former shadows of Deqing Creek (f2EEX). Their
mission involves studying and documenting ordinary

WITNANA]

3.Surface recorder by #EZE

2.Week 3 interim project sharing and review.

objects, buildings, streets, contexts, and people akin
to detectives uncovering artifacts that support their
hypotheses and narratives about the historic city.
Students transition from the general to the specific,
drawing upon both textual reading and physical
experiences to illustrate their discoveries. Their
embodied experiences are reflected on an AO drawing
and model, see Figure 1.

Additionally, they constructed a full-scale "Perceptual
Instrument" aimed at enhancing, augmenting, or
amplifying their initial perceptions of the city. This
pedagogical approach not only allows students to
document the city from their unique perspectives

but also teaches them hands-on skills through the

4.Wind propelled Urban Music Box by B2 S 1




5.SOLID CUBE Casting Form & Accidental Union, exercise 1 by & £ %% 6.SOLID CUBE orthographic drawings by & &%

7.(Right) SOLID CUBE Casting Form & Accidental Union, (Center) PLANAR CUBE Modifying Form & Shaping Space, (Left) EDGE CUBE
Modifying Form & Defining Limits, Exercises 1 through 3 by AR fR$&

/

making of the instrument. In essence, this project
is designed to inspire students to think outside
the box and nurture their creativity by engaging in
hands-on exploration and construction, see Figure
3 &4.

Project 2: Exploring the Cube

Complementing the first project, the second
one spans six weeks and encourages students
to develop their creativity “inside" the box, both
figuratively and literally. The initial step involves
an accidental union, casting a plaster massing
of a 20x20x20 cm cube through the boolean
of a “simple” or abstract geometry to create
negative spaces. This process explores a student's
intuitive sense and makes visible the relationship
between solid and void, space and light, heavy
and lightness. Moving on, the second step utilizes
surface materials to transform the initial cube into a
tectonic system, developing the internal space and




defining the interplay between inside and outside. Step
three introduces yet another transformation, employing
stick or wire materials to modify the surface cube.
After completing these sequential changes, the fourth
step tasks students with evolving these models into a
distinctive Spiritual Retreat with the inclusion of toilets
inside so the discussion of served and servant spaces
can take place. The final project includes creating
1:50 scale models and drawings, contextualized in
Yuguang Island (7% &). This approach, incorporating
a simple site, encourages students to contemplate
the intricate relationship between architecture and the
environment. The project stands as a testament to the
infinite possibilities that emerge within a defined set of
constraints, see Figure 5-8. Before progressing to the
fourth phase, all 64 students, along with eight tutors
and TAs, engaged in site observation, exploring several
fai-face concrete “cubic” buildings designed by Mr.
M% RFOTER)
A

Peer—to-Pee[h Learning and Collective Display

A notable shift in this year's year-end review
involves a significant boost in peer-to-peer learning.
Instead of relying solely on verbal critiques from
visiting critics, we've fostered a sharing environment
through the collective display of students' works.
Students are encouraged to pin up their drawings and
models at the same time, creating an opportunity for
mutual exchange. This simple change of organization
enables students to obtain insights by observing,

9.Architectural Graphics and Design Studio integration. Students shown here working on a collective drawing assignment.

analyzing similarities and differences in approaches,
and witnessing how other classmates translate their
ideas into design representations. We observed that
most students actively participate throughout the
entire review process, demonstrating heightened
engagement. Importantly, these sessions conclude
before six o'clock, avoiding the tendency to run late
into the evening, with blasé students filling the room,
see Figure 2.

Studio and Architectural Graphics Integration

Another adjustment this yeér was the ih'tegration
between Studio design project and the Graphics
assignments, whereby the course productions are
interconnected. They are not $\Ben as separate courses
but instead related synthesis. One benefit of this
adjustment is allowing students to better focus their
attention and efforts, in other words, work in depth,

rather than work more, Seg Figure 9.
¥

Reflective Documentation

The term concludes v'vith{f; new tool for learning
- a course documentation required for all year-one
students. This <
journal of their 18-week learning journey, providing an

“portfolio” 'serves as a graphic
opportunity for reflection on their rite of passage to
architecture. We alsg hope that this process will initiate
a habit of being organized and reflective throughout
their learning at NCKU. .



8

YEAR TWO STUDIO
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Our living environment grapples with increasingly intricate challenges
amid societal issues and technological transformations. Architectural
education, grounded in spatial articulation and construction, is
instrumental in the observation, analysis, comprehension, and
reshaping of the built environment, fostering innovative visions for
future living spaces. In the second year of undergraduate studies,
"Architectural Design IlI" and "Architectural Design IV" build upon the
foundational design and abstraction training in the first year, advancing
students' capacities in systemic thinking and conceptual construction.

Comprehensive appreciation for the multifaceted nature of
architecture, as emphasized in this year's architectural overview, is
encapsulated in the curriculum's delineation of two axes: theory/
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Diagram of Introduction to Architecture series.
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diverse objectives in architectural design.

Noteworthy is the studio instructors' international experience
and diverse educational backgrounds, imparting a cohesive yet
fascinating dimension to the eight studios. Despite stemming from
the same design brief, the studios yielded a broad spectrum of
results, reflecting the diverse perspectives and approaches brought
forth by the instructors.

Project 1: Defamiliarization

In Year 2's first semester, objects are translated into spatial
constructs. Employing the process of defamiliarization, students
engage in the reconstruction of conceptual frameworks derived
from objects. This serves as the foundational framework for the
implementation of tectonic logic. Students navigate considerations
of scale, construction methodologies, and circulation dynamics
as they seamlessly integrate their designs into designated sites,
ranging from rainforest settings to plaza environments. Ultimately,

the project culminated in a tangible output, wherein a coherent

logic emerged from observing an object's transformation into a

Project 1 study models.
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meticulously realized design process, manifested in the
form of a scaled pavilion.

Project 2: House

Shifting the focus to urban environments in the latter
part of the semester, students delve into an exploration
of the correlation between the typology of Tainan's
street houses and living. The exploration spans from
defining residential behaviors and understanding
the natural environmental conditions of the site to
correlating spatial living scales. Students, in response,
conceive diverse residential possibilities. While street
houses may often appear constrained within market
solutions, the students astutely recognized the
significant potential for the next generation of living. An
enlightening guest lecture by architect #8 A& provided
valuable insights into the typology of housing in Taiwan,
offering a hands-on and visually clear perspective on
the potential for expanding living spaces.

Project 3: Spirituality

With an escalation in scale and complexity, the
integration of form and function takes on a heightened

T«

Project 2 study models.
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significance. The initial phase of the second semester
is dedicated to an in-depth exploration of spiritual
spaces, delving into issues associated with end-of-
life considerations, aging, psychology, religion, and the
architectural spatial relationships that ensue. Embarking
on this exploration, students are situated within a site
marked by undulating terrain conditions. Tasked with
defining the program, students are challenged to craft
a form imbued with profound meaning, elevating the
experiential dimension of the architectural creation.

Project 4: Construct the Community

The last project in Year 2 revolves around exploring
social publicness, involving the orchestration of
operations with intricate functionalities. The designated
site may incorporate existing cultural or historical
remnants, prompting considerations for preservation
or renovation. The program is designed to engage with
a broader public, wherein the design of open spaces
assumes a crucial yet concealed role in project success.
Emphasis is placed on the meticulous consideration
of construction and materiality, encouraging a close
examination and relation to these elements. Ultimately,
this comprehensive project equips students with a




well-rounded proficiency, preparing them to confront increasingly complex
collaborations and challenges in subsequent endeavors.

In conclusion, the four projects undertaken in the second year of
the architectural design program at NCKU represent a progressive and
comprehensive exploration of diverse thematic dimensions within the field.
The second-year curriculum at NCKU's architectural design program fosters
technical proficiency. It cultivates a holistic understanding of architecture,
encouraging students to explore innovative solutions and approaches to
multifaceted challenges within the built environment.

Project 2 study models.

Project 2 final review.
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A Holistic Transformation of
the Third-Year Core Studio

Bridging Foundations, Fostering Collaboration,

and Integrating Real-World Practice

X - B/HNBRIHR (R=2:R8%A)

DESCRIPTION

The third-year core studio in architecture serves
as a critical juncture within our comprehensive
architectural program, embodying a transformative and
culminating experience that acts as a bridge between
the foundational principles established through the
various design exercises from the initial two years of
architectural design studio education. Through this
studio students learn and practice the integration of all
the basic skills required for professional practice.

This phase signifies a substantive transition for
students. The curriculum, intentionally curated for its
challenges, extends beyond introductory projects,
compelling students to grapple with more intricate and
multifaceted design endeavors. Within this academic
crucible, the refinement of technical proficiency occurs
in tandem with the cultivation of a distinctive personal
agenda that will serve as a guiding force in subsequent
design pursuits.

OBJECTIVES

Within the third-year core studio in architecture, the
cultivation of critical thinking stands as a cornerstone,
guiding students through a meticulous evaluation
of design choices. This process extends far beyond
the surface aesthetics, compelling students to
systematically assess multifaceted dimensions.
Aesthetic considerations are weighed against functional
requirements, ensuring that designs not only captivate
visually but also serve their intended purpose with
efficiency.

| B AFEEERSER 107 | NCKU Architecture News

Functional scrutiny involves a deep exploration of
spatial relationships, ergonomic considerations, and
the overall usability of designed spaces. Critical thinking
then extends its purview to encompass environmental
dimensions, prompting students to consider the
ecological impact of their creations. Sustainability
becomes a key focus, with students analyzing
materials, energy consumption, and the broader
ecological footprint of their designs.

The social dimension introduces yet another layer,
requiring students to contemplate the broader societal
context. Cultural influences, community needs, and
the potential social impact of the built environment all
become integral considerations. This comprehensive
analytical approach fosters thoughtfulness, instilling in
students a mindset that approaches design challenges
with both depth and discernment, ensuring their
contributions are not only visually compelling but also
functionally efficient, environmentally responsible, and
socially resonant.

INTEGRATION

The third-year design studio in architecture
distinguishes itself by intentionally integrating real-
world applicability, bringing principles of professional
practice to the forefront of the educational experience.
This deliberate inclusion elevates the curriculum by
immersing students in the operational intricacies of
architecture, offering practical insights into the entire
project lifecycle — from conceptualization to realization.

Through this immersive exposure, students gain



- firsthand knowledge of the multifaceted challenges

inherent in navigating a project within the professional
domain. They learn to navigate the complexities of
project management, client interactions, and the
synthesis of creative vision with practical constraints.
This hands-on experience not only prepares them for
the exigencies of the professional realm but also fosters
a profound understanding of the architect's societal
role.

By bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge
and practical application, the third-year core studio
ensures that students not only grasp the technical
aspects of architecture but also appreciate the
broader context within which their designs will come
to life. This holistic comprehension is instrumental in
shaping architects who not only excel in technical
proficiency but also understand the societal impact
and responsibilities that come with their role in the built
environment.

CRITIQUE + COLLABORATION

Central to this transformative experience is the
deliberate emphasis on collaborative teamwork,
acknowledging its pivotal role in the holistic
development of architects. This stage surpasses
individual design refinement, accentuating students'
active participation in dynamic teamwork reflective of
the professional architectural milieu. The comprehensive
design project, an integral component of this phase, is

Topic 1, Tutor: #RAMI , Design Team: SFHREE « LI « B

intentionally structured to foster inherent collaboration,
mirroring the interdisciplinary nature intrinsic to the field.

Within these collaborative teams, diversity is actively
embraced. Effective communication emerges as
a critical skill, as students learn to articulate ideas,
actively listen, and collectively shape cohesive design
narratives. The collaborative ethos extends beyond
immediate project confines, creating an environment
where mutual learning and collective navigation of
challenges are fostered.

This team-oriented dynamic not only engenders
technical proficiency but also refines essential
interpersonal skills such as leadership, accountability
and adaptability. Students, through their shared journey
of creativity and problem-solving, emerge not only
as proficient architects but as adept collaborators,
well-prepared for the collaborative environment of
professional architectural practice.

PROJECTS

At the core of this transformative educational
experience lies the year-long comprehensive design
projects, meticulously crafted by architectural

13



14

N

Topic 2, Tutor: Minter Lim, Design Team: BEIZ AL » A S « 5UF

professionals to encompass the multifaceted
dimensions inherent in architectural practice.

Topic 1: EMBRACING TOMORROW by NCKU/
KANE YANAGAWA

The design proposal, titled "Embracing Tomorrow,"
centers on the functionality of the Museum, its spatial
considerations, and its emphasis on enhancing the
visitor's experience with art, responding to local
communities, navigating a world in flux, and providing
opportunities for innovation. The primary objective of the
project is to enable the Chimei Museum to address the
evolving needs of its modern audiences by introducing
additional exhibition spaces dedicated to contemporary
art works, digital media art, and temporary exhibitions.
An architectural solution is deemed necessary to
complement the existing conditions, recognizing
generational shifts and supporting the newly planned
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program. This solution aims to revitalize the museum,
making it more pertinent to the current public and future
population, thus ensuring the continuity of its mission
to "promote art and culture by providing educational
opportunities for visitors of all ages."

Topic 2: THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM by MIIM/
MINTER LIM

The university museum concept, originating in 1600s
European universities, has evolved, serving as both a
museum subset and a representation of an institution's
academic legacy. Its paramount value extends to the
university and its community, prompting increased
resources for preservation and expansion. These
museums now play crucial roles in education and
public outreach. Adaptive-reuse projects, addressing
historicity, landscape urbanism, and authorship, face
contention. Architects must develop value systems for



responses. This studio aligns with NCKU Museum's
renovation, inviting students to propose a new building
expansion, reevaluating its functions after two decades
and considering its integral role in higher education's
future.

Topic 3: THE FEAST OF GOOD INGREDIENTS
by LDS/ YICHING LIU

In this year's design studio, the focus is on
understanding and unraveling institutional tactics, often
referred to as business plans or models. Using the rich
history of central Taiwan as a backdrop, the primary
goal is to create innovative design strategies for the
rejuvenation of a specific historical site in the region.
The mission involves blending the time-honored values
of the site with contemporary design methodologies,
aiming not only to preserve its historical essence
but also to make it adaptive and relevant in today's
context. The vision is to forge a bridge between the
past and present, ensuring the site remains a testament
to Taiwan's heritage while meeting the aspirations and
needs of the modern era.

Functioning as a crucible for creativity, critical
thinking, and problem-solving abilities, these immersive
projects serve as a platform challenging student to
systematically synthesize and apply their accumulated
knowledge. The extended duration of the project
facilitates an in-depth exploration of design theories
and methodologies, compelling students to refine their
skills while fostering a profound comprehension of the
iterative nature intrinsic to the design process.

In summary, the third-year core studio in architecture
operates as a transformative nexus wherein students
transition from the foundational stages of architectural
education to an echelon of advanced exploration,
professional integration, and personal development.
Through a holistic and immersive approach, this
course equips students with a multifaceted skill
set indispensable for success in the dynamic and
exacting field of architecture, thereby establishing the
groundwork for a gratifying and impactful professional
trajectory.

Topic 3, Tutor: BI8KES , Design Team: RER ~ 224 ~ RERE
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KA SRR B HE P 50,000 SHE 8,000
BIHEEBRAR 20,000 hva==1IpN 900
EIeva 25,000 HREHRE A RAT 10,030
RETRBANER S EEEMEBM 50,000 SHEEFRAT 20,000
RtAE R 30,000 R 8,000
=BoE 100,000 RE R 26,000
LRI MDERAR 500,000 REIE 35,000
TREBIEZ RN EBIEFT 50,000 RREMEEREMEBAT 5,000
TARF 8,000 RISEE 250,000
FTR)E 720,000 REE 20,000
FHRB S BB 200,000 IRAREC SRR B S PT 9,000
T 20,000 SRAB R 50,000
TEIRRL 50,000 SLERS 60,000
TR EZENEBEERAR 20,000 HMAZEARRBERAR 10,000
AT 8,000 BRIK) | R EE RN B 5P 20,000
HKE 100,000 BRERR 250,000
B SOR SRR B HE P 100,000 PR e 2 R SRR B S PT 100,000
AR AR IEPT 100,000 bR SRR B ISP 12,000
IEEEY 100,000 BRER 500,000
A BERER B RAR 5,000 pRIBAR 8,000
ABRERXCERNDERAT 15,000 BRIB R EE R B S PT 10,000
HAMME XD ERAR 60,000 == 100,000
ST 30,000 Ry 500,000
HFF 12,500 (] 50,000
AR 6,000 EETRRRMERAT #HIER 300,000
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